
Resolution to Amend the Memorare Council #3476 By-Laws   February 5, 2020 
 

Whereas: The By-Laws of Memorare Council #3476, Knights of Columbus, specifically, ARTICLE VII – Funds, 
Section 3., have been traditionally interpreted as applicable to one-time expenses and lack clear definition of 
the conditions to be met before entering Memorare Council into any contract or agreement that may require 
recurring disbursements of funds in excess of $500.00 or having a total contracted cost of more than $500.00 
this Resolution is hereby put forth for the following purposes: 
 

1. To clarify and correct the context of ARTICLE VII- Funds, Section 3. By inserting the word "approved" in 
the line of text reading: "unless approved by a two-thirds vote of the members" 

2. To amend the Memorare Council By-Laws by inserting in ARTICLE VII- Funds, "Sec. 3.1" in its entirety as 
shown below so as to incorporate the intent of the next two paragraphs.  

3. To provide guidance to the current and future Officers of Memorare Council when considering 
purchasing or leasing any equipment, materials or services that require signing a contract or 
agreement as an authorized representative of Memorare Council as to the limits of their ability to do 
so under conditions where review and approval by the Board of Trustees and the members of 
Memorare Council must first be obtained. 

4. To prevent the recurrence of the sitting Grand Knight, as the principal Officer of the Council taking on 
the sole responsibility for and obligating Memorare Council to any contract that poses an unacceptable 
long term expense to the Council and requires regular disbursements of funds from the Treasury of the 
Council that effectively reduces those funds available for charitable purposes. Though acting with the 
"good of the Council" intended and providing a solution to a long standing need to enhance and extend 
services to our membership, such actions must only be undertaken in accordance with the full 
knowledge and approval of the Board of Trustees and the members. 
 

ARTICLE VII---Funds 

 
Sec. 3. No money in excess of $500.00 shall be paid or transferred from the Treasury of this Council (except 

such moneys as the Council is called upon to regularly pay for its current expenses and as provided by the Laws 

of the Order, or for purposes approved by the Supreme Council or Board of Directors) unless approved by a 

two-thirds vote of the members present and voting at a regular business meeting held subsequent to a regular 

business meeting at which notice in writing of a resolution of intention to pay or transfer such money and the 

purpose and amount to be paid or transferred shall have been given and regularly read. 

 

Sec. 3.1 All limitations, procedures and requirements for disbursement of moneys from the Treasury of this 

Council as described in Sec. 3. shall be equally applicable to any contract, rental or lease agreement requiring 

multiple or recurring payments of more or less than $500.00 but whose aggregate total of payments equals more 

than $500.00 and/or where additional charges for excess usage or consumables shall require occasional 

expenditures of more than the $500.00 limit imposed in Sec. 3. for any single payment. Additionally, no such 

contract or agreement may be entered into by any officer or member of Memorare Council without having been 

first presented in its entirety before the Board of Trustees and if necessary, legal counsel representing Memorare 

Council, for their review and approval. Upon acceptance by the Board of Trustees such contract or agreement 

shall then be presented before the members in the form of a written resolution fully describing the terms, 

conditions and total cost to Memorare Council of said contract or agreement in accordance with the process 

described in Sec. 3. above. 


